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Aviation Camp 
was an incredi-
ble experience 
for me. I 
learned so 
many new 
things and I had 
so many new 
experiences. I 
got to do things 
from practicing 
on simulators, 
to reading 
maps, to build-
ing models, and 
to actually get-

ting to fly in an airplane 
(Cessna 172). I absolutely 
enjoyed my experience at 
Aviation Camp. I even won 
the navigation award. I be-
lieve that Aviation Camp 
really did a lot for me; I 
learned many new skills 
such as how to read an 
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aeronautical map and how to use a simu-
lator. It was my first time ever on a flight 
simulator, I absolutely loved it. Also 
while at Aviation Camp I was able to 
promote the Civil Air Patrol which is a 
great thing because it provides an oppor-
tunity for my peers who like me have an 
interest in aviation to be able to continue 
their education in Aerospace all year 
long. I think that every person interested 
in Aerospace should attend Aviation 
Camp because it is an amazing learning 
experience for material that is not cov-
ered in schools. I mean, how many stu-
dents really learn how to read an Aero-
nautical Map in school or get to make 
different models of planes and test them 
outside to see how the structure affects 
them? Not very many. So I greatly sup-
port Aviation Camp and recommend it. I 
greatly enjoyed my time at Aviation 
Camp and would gladly return anytime.�

�

We were, obviously very proud to hear that Ky-
lie had won the Navigation Award, especially 
since the first time we had met, she had been a 
very quiet girl and very unsure of herself. That 
has changed, immensely.�
�

A similar competition was held again for the 
summer of 2009, resulting in two new winners: 
David Ward and Kyle Smith. No, Kyle and Ky-
lie are not related. We had to do a double take 
on that one too. But both attended and have 
filed After Actions Reports. First, from David 
Ward:�
�

Captain's log, star date 9/21/09. A cou-
ple months ago I won a competition for 
a two-day aviation camp at The Avia-
tion Museum of Kentucky. The camp 
largely complemented the things I've 

been taught in C.A.P. The first day, 
a large majority of us went on an 
orientation flight in a Cessna 182. 
Although I had done this three times 
before, this time I was in the pilot's 
seat. I was very appreciative of the 
opportunity to fly because I can only 
fly a certain number of times in 
C.A.P. It was probably the most 
amusing flight I have taken because 
one of the passengers requested we 
fly over his house, which had hun-
dreds of lamas in the yard. The 
classes, and the people who taught 
them, were all very informative and 
friendly. We also had competitions 
with simulators. All in all, it was a 
fun and exciting two days that gave 
me more insight into being a pilot.�

�

Don’t you just love it when they get in char-
acter? “Captain's log, star date 9/21/09.” I’m think-
ing recruiting opportunity! And next, from Kyle 
Smith:�
�

Dear International Star Fleet 
Fan Association,�
�
This is my after action report 
on my visit to the aviation 
camp in Lexington. I had lots 
of fun there and learned a lot 
about aviation. A lot of what 
we did included learning about 
the flight controls and parts of 
a plane. We also did fun stuff 
like flight simulator and we 
even got to fly a plane!�
�

On day one I was assigned to 
the "Nighthawk" group. What 
surprised me was that one of 
my friends was there too! The 
first thing we did was the flight 
simulator and learned the con-
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trols of the plane, like the 
altimeter, and how they 
control the plane during 
flight. After that I went to 
aerodynamics class and 
learn the parts of a plane 
like the wings, flaps and 

fuselage. After learning 
about aerodynamics we 
got to practice what we 
learned by having a 
glider competition. We 
built gliders to see what 
made them work and 
then flew them in a com-
petition. My glider flew 

the longest and I won!�

In the next class I learned 
about weather and what kind 
of conditions to fly in. After 
lunch I went to fly a plane. 
Two other kids and I flew 

from Lexington to George-
town to Mt. Sterling and 
back. That's was just the first 
day!�
�

On the second day I went to 
aerodynamics and learned 
some about the history of 
aviation and went outside to 
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look at some old fighter planes and 
some helicopters. I saw an F-14 tom-
cat, AH-1 cobra and an F-4 Phan-
tom. In the next class we planned a 
flight on a map. I also learned about 
the features of an aviation map. In 
the next class we did flight simula-
tor. We flew the same way as we did 
in the real flight which I thought was 
very cool. After that one of Lexing-
ton's airport fire trucks came to the 
museum and we were given a tour 
by one of the firemen. The best part 
was when they showed us how the 
foam sprayer worked and they 
sprayed a kid.�

�
I would just like to say "thank you" 
for such a wonderful experience.�
�

Kyle winning the glider competition was cream 
for us on the Indiana. Two years in a row, one of 
our cadets had won some kind of award or compe-
tition at Aviation Camp. It seems we must be do-
ing something right in our process. And it is al-
ways nice to hear them say “thank you”.�
�
So, with two generally successful years and four 
superb candidates under our belts, I took over the 
reins to direct Top Gun 2010. This is the last of 
our three year cycle and the intended icing on the 
cake: sending one lucky cadet to Space Camp in 
Huntsville, Alabama. The really great part is that 
the scholarship we are paying includes meals, 
room and everything except transportation to 
Space Camp and back. But that was also a hitch. 
Given the current economy, even that may cost a 
little more than a financially strapped set of par-
ents can swing. This is why we have begun the 
process so early, to give them plenty of time to 
plan ahead and get good rates.�
�
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